
In today’s challenging UK construction environment, Design & Construct Professional 
Indemnity (D&C PI) Insurance is more vital than ever, especially for small and midsized 
contractors. Following are five reasons firms should consider coverage now: 

Small & Midsized Contractors Need PI Cover. Here’s Why.  

1. Financial pressures intensify 
the risk. 
Inflation, supply chain strains, material shortages, 
and tariff uncertainties are all increasing financial 
pressures and squeezing margins for contractors.  
At the same time, when defects or other issues arise, 
rectification costs can create significant liability 
and further strain balance sheets. D&C PI cover can 
protect a firm’s finances in claims arising from actual 
or alleged negligence in work performed or advice 
delivered.

2. Contracts mandate cover.  
As contract requirements become more onerous,  
D&C PI insurance is increasingly required even for 
modest projects. Insurance not only protects a 
contractor’s business, it equips them to compete  
and win business in a competitive market.  

3. Liability can arise from  
the errors of others.  
If a sub-contractor makes a costly error and lacks 
insurance -- or becomes insolvent – liability may 
attach more indirectly. Even if the contactor had 
no direct involvement in the issue, they could still 
face legal action and financial loss. D&C PI provides 
protection not only for direct exposure, but also for 
contingent liability that can originate beyond the 
contractor’s immediate control.

4. Regulatory scrutiny is up.  
Since the Grenfell Tower tragedy, the UK has 
implemented rigorous new safety and compliance 
standards.  Adapting to them can require major 
investment, from training and new technologies, 
to improved materials and compliance processes. 
Failure to comply can result in legal consequences, 
reputational damage, project delays – and PI claims. 
D&C PI cover can provide essential protection for 
contractors navigating this evolving regulatory 
landscape. 

5. Technology raises efficiency 
and risk.
As BIM, AI and automation transform the construction 
sector, they also introduce new risks. Was software 
used incorrectly? Could it have prevented an error or 
delay? Did underuse or overreliance contribute to a 
loss? These are the types of questions that can arise 
in PI disputes. Wherever a firm is on its digital journey, 
D&C PI cover can help manage risks that arise – or are 
exacerbated – by the use of technology. 
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Berkshire Hathaway Specialty Insurance (BHSI) 
provides fast and efficient underwriting of D&C 
& Miscellaneous PI cover for small and midsized 
businesses. Primary and excess coverage is available, 
with premiums starting from £1,000 and limits up to 
£5 million. BHSI policies come from a trusted brand, 
with stellar financial strength and a commitment to 
excellent service from underwriting through claims.
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In Europe, Berkshire Hathaway Specialty Insurance (BHSI) trades under Berkshire Hathaway European Insurance DAC (BHEI) and Berkshire Hathaway International Insurance Limited (BHIIL). 
BHEI is an Irish domiciled Designated Activity Company, Registration Number 636883 and Registered Office at 2nd Floor, 7 Grand Canal Street Lower, Dublin D02 KW81.  Berkshire Hathaway 
International Insurance Limited (BHIIL), is an incorporated England and Wales limited liability company, Registration Number 3230337 and Registered Office at 8 Fenchurch Place, 4th Floor, 
London EC3M 4AJ, United Kingdom.  BHEI and BHIIL are affiliates of Berkshire Hathaway Specialty Insurance Company (BHSIC), a Nebraska USA domiciled corporation, which provides 
commercial property, casualty, healthcare professional liability, executive and professional lines, transactional liability, surety, marine, travel, programs, accident and health, medical stop 
loss, homeowners, and multinational insurance.   BHSIC, BHIIL and BHEI are subsidiaries of Berkshire Hathaway’s National Indemnity group of insurance companies, which hold financial 
strength ratings of A++ from AM Best and AA+ from Standard & Poor’s.  Based in Boston, Berkshire Hathaway Specialty Insurance has offices in Atlanta, Boston, Chicago, Columbia, Dallas, 
Houston, Indianapolis, Irvine, Los Angeles, New York, Plymouth Meeting, San Francisco, San Ramon, Seattle, Stevens Point, Adelaide, Auckland, Barcelona, Brisbane, Brussels, Calgary, 
Cologne, Dubai, Dublin, Frankfurt, Hamburg, Hong Kong, Kuala Lumpur, London, Lyon, Macau, Madrid, Manchester, Melbourne, Milan, Munich, Paris, Perth, Singapore, Stockholm, Sydney, 
Toronto, and Zurich.

For more information, contact info@bhspecialty.com.

The information contained herein is for general informational purposes only and does not constitute an offer to sell or a solicitation of an offer to buy any product or service.  
Any description set forth herein must not be relied upon as coverage and does not include all policy terms, conditions, and exclusions. Please refer to the actual policy for complete details 
of coverage and exclusions.

To learn more or  
request a quote, contact  

alex.fell@bhspecialty.com and 
adelina.boci@bhspecialty.com.


